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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪             610-346-6700           ▪          www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
November 13, 2012 

 
Supervisors Present: Barbara Lindtner, John Oehler, Rob Zisko, Dave Long and Volker Oakey 
Also present: Chief Mike McDonald, Rich Schilling, Township Manager and Jason Wager, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Barbara Lindtner, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 

Approval of Bills List 
 

John Oehler moved to approve the following bills paid from October 10 – November 9, 2012: 
  

1. General Fund  $212,132.92 4. Subdivision & Escrow    $   3,835.00 
 2. Liquid Fuels $   9,798.80 5. Special Fees               $        83.20   
 3. Open Space $   3,954.15 6. Street Light  $     513.41 
 
Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 
No public comment was given on agenda items. 
 
 

Governmental Matters 
 

There were no governmental matters to discuss. 
 
 

Old Business 
 
There was no old business. 

 
  

New Business 
 

(1) Emergency Response for Hurricane Sandy – The Board reviewed a memorandum prepared by the Emergency 
Management Team from their 11/12/2012 post storm wrap-up meeting with the emergency services and department heads within 
Springfield Township.  Emergency Management Coordinator Curtis Reiss gave a brief synopsis of what happened during and 
after the storm both within and outside the Township.  The group felt that there was improvement compared to last year’s storm, 
but that we can still get better.  The key issue for the group is communication and how this must be improved for the future.  Rich 
Pursell and Adam Maziuk, from UBREMS, will look into VHF communications.  Adam stated he would be looking renewing an 
expired FCC license so that at least the organizations within the Township could communicate with each other if power would be 
lost again. This could be used as a backup communications system if cell phones and other forms of communication go down. 
The Board suggested looking into such things as satellite phones and other ways to improve the reliability of communication 
within the Township.  Curtis Reiss stated that educating the residents on what they need to do and where they need to go is also 
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a key to improving the overall impact of a major storm where power loss occurs.  The Board stressed that we must continue to 
improve the Township’s emergency response.   
 
(2) 2013 Budget – The Board reviewed the 2013 Budget Draft as presented by Rich Schilling and Jason Wager.  They also 
reviewed the 2012 projected revenue and expense report and the 2012 and 2013 Liquid Fuels budget so they could better 
understand where the Township should be at year-end and moving on into 2013.  The Board reviewed and discussed each 
category and what line items they wanted changed.  There were a few changes in the income and expense categories such as 
raising the Zoning permit revenue and raising some line items under the Police expenses. 
 
The Board held an executive session from 8:57 pm to 9:22 pm to discuss HR.     
 
Based on the capital needs of the Township discussed in past meetings, the Board discussed what should be purchased in 2012 
utilizing the expected 2012 surplus and what would be put into the 2013 budget.  Their goal is to have a reserve of at least 
$350,000 going into 2013.  The Board decided to put the Salt Building repair of $10,000 into the 2013 budget.  Barbara Lindtner 
moved to authorize Chief McDonald to purchase a new Police Tahoe in 2012 if possible and if not be put into the 2013 budget.  
Rob Zisko seconded; Barbara Lindtner amended the motion to authorize Chief McDonald to purchase a new Police Tahoe in 
2012 at $30,000 and have the refitting of $10,000 done in 2013 putting this into the 2013 budget.  Rob Zisko seconded the 
amended motion; the motion passed unanimously.  Barbara Lindtner moved to contribute in 2012 to the Springtown Volunteer 
Fire Company for their roof replacement in the amount not to exceed $64,000.  John Oehler seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously.  Rob Zisko moved to purchase the new phone system for the Township building in 2012.  John Oehler seconded; 
the motion passed unanimously.  Barbara Lindtner moved to authorize Chief McDonald to purchase bulletproof vests in 2012.  
John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  Rob Zisko moved to authorize the gutter repair for the Blue Building in 
2012.  Barbara Lindtner seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  John Oehler moved to make a 2013 donation of $41,000 
to Upper Bucks Regional Emergency Medical Services in 2012.  Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Barbara Lindtner moved to advertise for a special meeting to be held on Tuesday, November 20, at 6:30 pm to review the 2013 
budget.  Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   

 
 

Correspondence 
 

The Board reviewed all correspondence.  Rich Schilling presented to the Board a ballot for the Bucks/Montgomery County FSA.  
Rob Zisko moved to have the BOS vote for Township resident Nevada Mease for the FSA committee.  Barbara Lindtner 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
John Oehler volunteered to be the Board liaison to the Upper Bucks Regional Emergency Medical Services. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Township resident Alice Freeh voiced her concern over the Township Road bridge closure.  She has been in contact with Joe 
Bush, Director of Special Projects for Bucks County, who has not been very helpful.  Mrs. Freeh has also talked to Lynn Bush, 
Executive Director for the Bucks County Planning Commission, who told Mrs. Freeh that it was a disgrace that there was still no 
engineer selected for the bridge project.  She had been told that the bridge would not be finished until next summer by Joe Bush.  
Alice expressed concern for the upcoming winter.  She feels that the road is a major artery between Route 212 and 412 and that 
the road being closed is dangerous for residents.  It is hard for her to understand how something like this has continued to go on 
for eight months and nothing happening to this point is unacceptable.  Rob Zisko offered to go with Mrs. Freeh to the Bucks 
County Commissioner meeting where the engineer would be approved by the County. 
 
John Oehler moved to authorize a letter from the Board of Supervisors drafted by Rich Schilling to the Bucks County 
Commissioners requesting information about the Township Road bridge closure and stating the impact to the Township 
emergency services, the unnecessary burden and the health and welfare of Springfield Township residents.  Rob Zisko 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
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Supervisor Comments  

 
No Supervisor comments were given. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 10:23 p.m., Rob Zisko moved to adjourn the meeting. John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  November 20, 2012   
Approved:  November 27, 2012 

 


